STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE

Specialist Visual Arts Program

Teaching Approach

The emphasis in visual arts is on learning the
elements and principles of art through
engaging and interactive lessons that utilise a
range of different media to develop the
students’ understanding, knowledge and
appreciation for artists and their visual works of
art.

Art Club is available to interested ‘art
lovers’ in Years 3 and 4 on Fridays before
school. It offers a range of art activities for
students to express themselves and show
their creativity through open-ended tasks
in a small group setting. Students who
engage in extra-curricular art classes are
invited to share their art work and skills
developed, with their peers in show and
tell sessions.

Lessons allow the students time to learn skills
and techniques through a hands-on trial and
error process in a safe learning environment
following the process of 'Tell, Show, Try, Do'.
Ideas for artworks are generated through a
literacy-based approach to learning, which
highlights the works of a variety of artists and
the influence of other cultures, in particular,
art works of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders.
Students begin each year working on
community-based projects, which focus on
an element of art and reflects the school’s
values. These artworks are then displayed in
significant areas of the school to give students
a sense of belonging and an understanding of
and appreciation for the role of art in the
community.
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The school is equipped with a purpose-built art
room, which allows for a wide variety of
choice when working with different materials
and media to create works of art. Students
have an opportunity to work with clay to
create 3D sculptures, making use of the
school's kiln.

Participation in art competitions and
exhibitions held throughout the year both
in school and in the community, is strongly
encouraged.

Events and Activities
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A variety of artwork is always on display in
the library as well as the art room, and visitors
are very welcome to come along and view
the work of our very creative and talented
students.

The Visual Arts Program at Swanbourne
Primary School is an integration of whole
school community-based works of art, art
for special events and individual works of
art that follow the WA curriculum skills and
techniques for specific year levels.

‘Every child is an artist’ - Picasso

Each event is an opportunity to include a
visual art project which highlights the value
of collaborative artworks in the community,
for example, enabling the older students to
work with a younger buddy class for ‘The
Outdoor Classroom’ creating nature
inspired dream catchers or the Year 1
classes creating a wall of poppies for
Remembrance Day.

